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DESCRIPTIF : This seminar provides a critical examination of global health as a field of
knowledge and practice through the lens of the 2014-1016 West Ebola outbreak. Drawing
together anthropological research undertaken during the outbreak response and policy
engagement with the WHO Ebola Vaccine Working Group, | consider the distinct framings of
the Ebola outbreak—as a public health problem, humanitarian crisis and finally, public health
emergency of international concern (PHEIC)—and the various solutions these problematizations
of the epidemic entailed. The tensions and constraints in how Ebola was imagined raises
questions about the inherent limitations in global health as a framework for understanding the
drivers of human health and in rebalancing inequities. Of particular interest is the consolidation
of a new paradigm of emergency global health R&D for which the Ebola outbreak was a
catalyst. The talk concludes with some observations on the emerging normative and technical
contours of this new model of global health innovation and the possibilities and constraints it
presents for how we imagine global health goods.
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