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GENDER AND ACCESS TO REHABILITATION - A
COMMUNITY-BASED PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH
PROJECT

SPEAKER
B DR. CORNELIA BARTH (NEL)

works at Unisanté as coordinator of Cochrane Switzerland and leads the "GRACE" project
funded by the Swedish Research Council. She completed her PhD at University College
Dublin on rehabilitation in fragile health systems in countries of conflict and low resources.
Over the past 16 years she has engaged in clinical rehabilitation, teaching, research and
leadership in humanitarian contexts of great diversity and complexity.

SUMMARY

Countries of conflict and low resources have shown staggeringly high proportions of male
rehabilitation users suggesting access barriers for women. Therefore, the multi-country
project “GRACE" investigating Gender aspects in Rehabilitation of persons with Amputation
in Conflict affected Fnvironments was launched.

Following a retrospective data analysis that profiled rehabilitation users with amputation in
conflict countries, the project employed a community-based participatory research
approach. In this methodology, researchers and community members are seen as equal
experts who jointly design the project, interpret findings and make actionable
recommendations. Men and women with amputation as well as health professionals in
Cambodia and Ethiopia shared their views on gender-specific factors that influence access
to and acceptance of rehabilitation services. In this colloquium, the completed and ongoing
work of the GRACE project will be presented
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